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From the Engineer’s Seat  

As promised here is a supplement covering items that space 
limitations precluded in the main issue. As I write this I also 
have to prepare a clinic for Derby, “Postcard from Texas”. The 
content of this and that might well be similar! Let us see.  

I have a narrow window to get so much done for Derby as I am 
taking a holiday with my wife (she did not come to Texas) to 
get some late sunshine and warmth in the Mediterranean in 
two weeks time. I have had little time rto do any modelling 
since I got back due to commitments like newsletters and 
hosting friends from Germany for nine days - they live in 
Wangen im Allgau in Baden Wurtemburg, Southern Germany. 
They told me that there is a model railway connection in their 
home town - the headquarters of Noch. Well that was a sur-
prise. I can see a visit coming next year…. 

Last time I had a bit of a moan about pricing of our hobby prod-
ucts here in the UK. I just came across another horror this 
morning. Hatton’s tell me that the 25% off sale of previously 
owned items is coming to a close. They gave a link to HO locos 
so I followed it. All are tagged “Bargain”. There near the end 
was an SD40-2 in BN colours £46.00. It was an Athearn blue 
box, with no apparent detail parts included, declared a non-
runner and to be “bought as seen”. Bargain? You be the judge. 
Collector’s item? I don’t think so….. Nothing else caught my eye 
or my fancy, at those sort of prices.  

Bargains could be had at the Seaboard Southern Show two 
weeks ago. Sophie was there with Anoraks Anonymous where I 
picked up two locos, both with a view to using them on other 
projects. The bargain was an Athearn RTR SD40 with decoder, 
(declared a non-runner with one part of the handrails missing 
for £25. It even has a decoder but I am not sure whether it is 
functioning yet. It will provide parts to put life into a Railpower  

 
body, The club stand had many bargains too but some mem-
bers really do expect to receive a lot for their excess stock. Eve-
ryone needs to price their items right in the current market-
place. Yes that is sad but it is true. I had my items priced  to sell 
but there was not the appetite it seems. They will be going to 
Anoraks Anonymous. 

So enjoy the rest of the photos from Grapevine. I am sure I 
shall still have many left over that did not make the cut. It is fun 
sharing the memories with you and I will continue to do so as 
long as I can. In all probability Long Beach next year will be my 
last as my term on the National Board comes to end in 2025. I 
do not fancy a trip to Michigan in 2025. There is one coming up 
possibly in the Pacific North West in 2027 (yet to be officially 
confirmed) but I shall be 75. Who knows how nimble I will be 
then! My thoughts will turn to Long Beach next and start think-
ing about how to get there. California Zephyr Chicago to Sacra-
mento and a visit to the California State Railroad Museum to 
see the NMRA Gallery Exhibit perhaps….dream on. 

See you next time 

Mike Arnold 
26 September 2022 

tunnelmotor@tiscali.co.uk 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS  : SCALETRAINS   

 september 2023 

ScaleTrains Museum Quality SD45X on 

show for the first time.  The range will 

feature all seven units, including the three 

EMD demonstrators absorbed into the SP 

fleet so they feature in EMD colors and as 

SP locos. Ten models in all if my maths is 

right.. ETA June 2024. 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS  : SCALETRAINS   

 september 2023 

ScaleTrains next release of the ever-

populatr EMD SD40-2s is coming. This will 

also include the rather unique BN SD40-

2B unit #7502. ETA April 2024. 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - N PRODUCTS : SCALETRAINS    

 september 2023 

ScaleTrains N scale C44-9CW above in 

faded and work weary Santa Fe colours 

and right the upcoming new release of 

the AC4400CW. Their bigger brothers in 

HO were released two weeks before the 

Train Show. 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - N PRODUCTS : SCALETRAINS    

 september 2023 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - N PRODUCTS : SCALETRAINS    

 september 2023 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

THE TRAIN SHOW - NEW HO PRODUCTS : SCALETRAINS v WALTHERS     

 september 2023 

Top: ScaleTrains announced the 

BNSF “Frostline” Reefers a few 

months ago (using Exactrail 

molds?). It was a surprise to see 

Walthers announce their entry 

into the reefer marketplace with a 

very similar offering. Nothing of 

note from Atlas who own the for-

mer BLMA line of reefers…... 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS  : WALTHERS    

 september 2023 

Top left: Pennsy Interlocking 

Tower; top right Pennsy pas-

senger depot and finally below 

and vintage gas station. 



Page 9 

 

PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS  : WALTHERS    

 september 2023 

Big loads are in - transformer load for depressed 

center flat cars following the lead of Class One 

Model Works; open 89ft autoracks . 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS  : WALTHERS    

 september 2023 

Themed train for this year is the UP Heritage Fleet; 

new Amtrak and Amtrak California  Superliner cars 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE  TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS: INTERMOUNTAIN  

 september 2023 

Intermountain are now producing separate parts packages for the various 

PTC arrays on the roofs of modern diesels. Nothing new otherwise in HO. 

The SD40T-2 has long disappeared from their production plans, last seen 

in Kansas City in 2018 as a pre-production sample. 



Page 12 

 

PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS  : BACHMANN    

 september 2023 

Top: BL2 coming soon and Siemens passenger car 

behind (more details on their website). Right: More 

Siemens Chargers coming - beautiful model but so 

expensive at over $400 with sound. 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS : PIKO ML4000    

 september 2023 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS : ATHEARN  

 september 2023 

Above: Delivery delayed on the new 

AC4400CWs despite what the Athearn Rep 

said - March 2024 at earliest. It is already 12 

months or more late at that date. I have had 

the UP patch job on order since September 

last year! Right: SD45-2s in HATX lease col-

ors and ATSF pin stripe now available. 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS : ATHEARN   

 september 2023 

Top: New freight cars - Bethlehem Bathtub 

Gondola plus fitted with increased height raves; 

ICC CA-11 and CA-12 cabooses. Right: a starter 

level loco in the form of the Republic RX500AC 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS : CLASS ONE MODEL 

 september 2023 

Above: Newky announced thrall 86ft auto-parts car in 

four and eight door versions. Orders being taken at 

$59.99. 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS : RAPIDO   

 september 2023 

Above: Already announced GP9s and slug slaves and 

Dash 8-40CMs. Right: the newly announced MKT GP40 

mother and slug slave. Will they do the SP ver-

sions????? 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS : RAPIDO     

 september 2023 

Top: F40PHM-2 (“Winnebago”) and F59PH 

Right: Take your pick of F40PHM-2s…. 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - HO PRODUCTS : RAPIDO     

 september 2023 

Left: The upcoming GP38 

Below: Pick a C30-7, any C30-7…… 

pre-production samples of all variants on 

display. 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - N PRODUCTS : KATO      

 september 2023 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TRAIN SHOW - N PRODUCTS : RAILSMITH      

 september 2023 

N scale so a new name to me. Their display was impres-

sive - I have a load more photos of their products so if 

you want to see me more just e-mail me. Here is one 

page of their impressive website. https://lowellsmith.net 
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PRODUCT NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE  TRAIN SHOW - N PRODUCTS: INTERMOUNTAIN   

 september 2023 
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TRAIN SHOW 

LAYOUTS ON DISPLAY - HO FREEMO 

 september 2023 

Freemo had 3,600 sq feet to fill but it was quite disappointing, 

hardly filled it at all. Yard out to a return loop and back again. Fri-

day and Saturday nothing running but Sunday this intermodal train 

appeared and then ground to a halt. But exquisite modelling on 

this part of the set up. 
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TRAIN SHOW 

LAYOUTS ON DISPLAY - HO MODULAR CLUB LAYOUT 

 september 2023 

The Gulf Western Modular Group put on a excellent show with 

their layout featuring many dioramas and long vistas. You could 

swarm your hands on the lights on the refinery - a cracking scene. 
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TRAIN SHOW 

LAYOUTS ON DISPLAY - HO MODULAR CLUB LAYOUT 

 september 2023 

The Gulf Western Modular Group layout again featuring this time 

a roundabout grain load out and a dockside intermodal scene 

complete with container ship. 
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TRAIN SHOW 

LAYOUTS ON DISPLAY - N SCALE, N TRAX & T TRAX MONSTER SET UP 

 september 2023 

Modules from Oklahoma featuring Tulsa City and rural areas. The 

module below won 1st prize in the module contest. 

The set up was in a space of 100ft by 140ft! 14,000 square feet! 

Whoa! 
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TRAIN SHOW 

LAYOUTS ON DISPLAY - N SCALE, N TRAX & T TRAX MONSTER SET UP 

 september 2023 

Bridges over ravines were no obstacle, it seems. 



Page 28 

 

TRAIN SHOW 

LAYOUTS ON DISPLAY - N SCALE, N TRAX & T TRAX MONSTER SET UP 

 september 2023 
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LAYOUT TOURS 

THE BEST OF THE REST - TEXAS NORTHERN RAILROAD CLUB, DALLAS 

      

 september 2023 

The lockers around the outside are 

where all members store their stock 

on site. Lucky them to have such a 

place on an industrial estate. 



Page 30 

 

LAYOUT TOURS 

THE BEST OF THE REST - TEXAS NORTHERN RAILROAD CLUB, DALLAS 

 

 september 2023 

Mission Control! 
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LAYOUT TOURS 

THE BEST OF THE REST - TEXAS NORTHERN RAILROAD CLUB, DALLAS 

     

 september 2023 
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LAYOUT TOURS 

THE BEST OF THE REST - MIKE MACKEY’S TEXAS & ST LOUIS RAILROAD 

     

 september 2023 
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LAYOUT TOURS 

THE BEST OF THE REST - MIKE MACKEY’S TEXAS & ST LOUIS RAILROAD 

    

 september 2023 
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TEXAS 

THE REAL THING 

      

 september 2023 

Above: A liner up of GE BNSF power at Temple 

TX. Right: former Fort Worth & western Power 

at the FWWR Hodge Yard in Fort Worth. 


